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FEverything in this world
1s Interconnected
by the Nembutsu,

(by Rev Takamaro Shigaraki)

(2023 <SBH5E ATHLYSY—] “2023 Calendar
with Dharma Words ” | EXRZ8E:EST)
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COZ7 BET, FEeDIIRELDH#ET 2,125.00 FILDCEKZE SEMBE X UL, BOESCINFIUEZ, &

In the past month, donations to the amount of $2,125.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations

* Mr Roy Cook (Adelaide, SA)— Membership contribution

* Ms Kaoru Morioka — Membership/Building fund contribution

* Mr Victor Davidson — Membership contribution

* Ms Akiko Minami — Donations

* Ms Noriko Sakagami — Donation

* Ms Yoshiko Gault — Donation

* Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Donations & Osaisens

* Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi — Donations

* Ms Masako Sugimoto (Japan) — Special donation (2023 Calendars)

* JASC Print
* JCS Print o
* BCNSW Chaplain Fund
A m/
M b\ﬂ:

Thank you very much in Gassho ]
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New Year Messages from HBMA ministers

“Once again, another troubled
year has passed and we hold our
breath for the prospect of better
times ahead. While we should
always remain hopeful, we must
also prepare ourselves for what-
ever the restless winds of im- ‘ ,
permanence may send our way. Ay |
The Dharma is a very real '] ’l‘d |
source of strength in difficult Rev John

circumstances, and so | urge  Paraskevopoulos

you all to hear the Jodo Shinsha teachings and
study them deeply. Very best wishes for 2023 to

you and your families.”
In Gassho,

Rev John Paraskevopoulos

I wish everyone health and happiness in 2023 as
we live our unrepeatable lives saying the Nem-
butsu in gratitude for the loving embrace of Amida
Tathagata.

When the burdens of life seem too much, we can
remember these words from
Shoshinge:

‘Although I too am within the
Buddha’s embrace,

With my eyes veiled by blind
passions I am unable to see it;
Nevertheless the Great Compas-
sion is always shining untiringly
upon me.’

;; - In Gassho,
Rev Mark Healsmith Rev Mark Healsmith
Mr Paul Arundell

took refuge to three treasures of Buddhism

Mr Paul Arundell is a Jodo Shinshu Buddhist fol-
lower who lived in Ipswich QLD. Paul has been a
Buddhist since 1994 and taught himself Jodo Shin-
shu through many books. Rev Gatenby helped him in
2015. He was able to take refuge in Buddha, Dharma
and Sangha, while he was in this world, assisted by
Rev Takashi Miyajima on 21 December 2022.

He became one with Amida Buddha in the morning
of 6 January 2023.

Namo Amida Butsu in Gassho,

Rev Takashi Miyajima and Mr Paul Arundell. (21/12/22
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New Year’s Eve service (Joya-e)

In the evening of 31 December 2022, we observed
Joya-e / New Year’s Eve service, chanted a sutra to-
. gether and hit a bell 108 times divided by all atten-
+ dants. In Gassho,

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESHR
+ New Year’s Service (Shusho-e) m —

: In the morning of
New Year’s day of
2023, we observed
Shusho-e / New
- Year’s Day service
. celebrating the first ’
* day of Year of the rabbit. We
hope this new year will become a
wonderful year!

i In Gassho,

+ We did “Kakizome” on 2 January 2023

i \

¢ On the second day of the new year, as %
- our ritual activity, we did Kakizome —

- the calligraphy writing with a Fude

[~

(brush) and sumi (black charcoal
. paint) at the beginning of the year.
. By writing these letters we are
¢ promising to act like we write
throughout the year. It is like each
one of our New Year’s resolution.

. So we are hoping we can achieve
. what we wrote on this
¢ day.

In Gassho
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(From page 2)

Minister’s New Year message

ings and also need to take 400-hour
CPE (Clinical Pastoral Education)
Course. So, I am really look for-|
ward to doing this excellent task.

In August, I was invited to attend
Ullambana (Obon) service at Phuoc
Hue Vietnamese Temple in
Wetherill Park on 7 August, and
offered my chanting on behalf of 1
Japanese Buddhist. I offered Japanese
Then, we observed our Obon ser- chanting at Phuoc
vice on the following Sunday, on 14 Hue Temple (07/08/22)
’x “ 171 August.

On 17 August, it was my hon-
our to share a Buddhist talk for
the members of Ikebana Inter-
national at Chatswood Bowling
Club.

In September, I ran my sixth

Sharing Buddhist talk to
Ikebana members (17/8/22) Sydney Marathon for world
peace and the future of HBMA
(18/09/22). Finally, this event was

held face to face. The starting §
point of the race was in front of &=
Luna Park at Milson’s point like 8
before. It was a big surprise and
great treat for all runners that we
were all cheered by Q-chan (Naoko
Takahashi), the Sydney Olympic

ladies marathon gold medallist. Yo

She also welcomed all finishers at With Naoko Takahashi |
the goal point!

1On 16 October, I was invited to

I{IIITI join the annual Chakai of

B | Urasenke Sydney at the Maiden

'In November, we observed our
Chakai at Maiden Thea- annual Hoonko service (06/11/22)
tre (16/10/22) commemorating the founder of
Jodo Shinshu, Shinran Shonin.

In December, we organised to do the annual Omigaki —
Altar clean up (18/12/22) and made our shrine clean

Omigaki took place after the last Sunday Service of the year 2022(18/12/22

and shiny! Thank you Ms Mitsui and
Ms Okuyama for your help!

Volunteer work is very important to
keep connecting with our communities.
My volunteer works are as follows.
Being a hospital chaplain at the Royal

‘ \Be 8 i
\\ ’
y \
| )\

North Shore Hospital, where
I have been helping over last
22 years, and this soon will
become my full time job!

Then, volunteering for the
B “Japan Club of Sydney
; _ (JCY)”, as a secretary, Soran
With Fr Peter Dowd, Chief Dance Group Leader, and
Chaplain at RNSH (15/12/22) also the chief editor for their
newsletter.

f I also give my support for the
“Japanese Society of Sydney”
& as a president of their swim-
ming club (JASC / Japanese
. Amateur Swimming Club),

‘ 2022 was a year that we
Visited Japanese Consul Gen- Were able to see the recovery.
eral’s residence as one of the All of our activities are back
JCS directors (8/12/22). to normal and people are all

{ busy working like before the

“ their daily lives.

However, it 1s sure that
s there are still many uniden-
tified illnesses all over the

" take good care of your health
and live your lives fully.

After having JASC coaches

meeting (10/12/22

I strongly hope the year 2023 will be even busier and
more meaningful year than ever.

Amida Buddha’s boundless compas-
sion always reaches each one of us,
with no discrimination or distinction.
Once we realise Amida Buddha’s
supporting arms, which are always
trying to embrace each of us, we will
discover a life of appreciation. Then
we will recite Buddha’s name sponta-
neously.

The life of appreciation is the way to
live as a Jodo Shinshu follower.

Therefore, let us continue to live our

faithful daily lives appreciating Amida Buddha
Amida Buddha’s wisdom and compassion reciting
Namo Amida Butsu, and try to help those who suffer.

I wish all readers of the bulletin safe,
meaningful days throughout the year.

happy and

In Gassho, ¢
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe
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Rev Watanabe’s family!
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Minister’s New Year Message

New Year!)” from

% As we welcome the New Year 2023, on behalf of
Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia, I would like
to express my sincere appreciation to each and every
one of you who have supported HBMA, its activities
and services, during this difficult year.

As everyone witnessed, on 24 February 2022, Russia
aggressively began its invasion of Ukraine through
military force, and it has been almost one year since
then. The end of the fight is yet to be seen. It is our fer-
vent hope that a peaceful resolution will become real-
ity as soon as possible and that there be a safe return
to peace for the people of Ukraine.

Looking at our situation here in HBMA, we now have
to manage our mission all by ourselves as we are only
receiving about 6% of previous subsidy from Japan.
Now HBMA is depend on contributions and donations
from our members and supporters. So, I wish to ask all
of you to support more for our mission if possible.

As we announced before, we might change the form of
our mission to “association”. Still you may continue to
support and contribute to us. I wish to see your strong
support for this challenging period.

Looking back to the previous year 2022, in April, it
was my honour to receive an invitation from The Hon
Dominic Perrottet to attend Premier’s Ifter Dinner on
12 April at CommBank Stadium in Parramatta.

INVITATION | Premier’s Iftar
Dinner 2022

The Hon Dominic Perrottet MP (Ieft)

and invitation card from him (centre)

Attended Premier’s Ifter
Dinner with Mr Gawaine

Then, we were able
to observe Hana Ma-
tsuri on 17 April at
the Hondo in Artar-
mon (as I became
positive for Covid-19
at the beginning of
April, this service
was postponed).

Then we were able
to observe Gotan-e
and HBMA Annual
General Meeting on
12 May with presen-
tation of Rev Mark
Healsmith from |
Canberra. ’

During the month of
May and June, the
first ever Shakyo
(Buddha’s sutra
tracing by brush) with Rev Healsmith. (12/05/22).
class was held and
two ladies from
Japanese commu-
nity were success-
fully completed
“Jusei-ge”.

Gotane and AGM was successfully held

On 26 June, I par- Shakyo sutra tracin
ticipated in the An- class. (05/05/22)

nual General Meeting of
B BCNSW by zoom, but the actual
¢ meeting was held at the Jong-
BopSa Korean Buddhist Temple
at Belfield.

My job hunting also started.
After 1 attended “Sydney Job
Fair” on 28 June at the International Convention
Centre Sydney, I was contacted by one of the care
worker companies, Australian Unity, and went
through interview. Then, I was able to receive a job
offer and started to work as an apprentice care
worker since last August.

4

BCNSW AGM (26/06/22)

s 7 Luckily, T received even better offer from
Buddhist Council of NSW that they nomi-
ﬁ.“@".ﬁ nated me to be a first ever full time Buddhist
Chaplain at the Royal North Shore Hospital
and possibly other Hospitals where Buddhist Chap-
lain needed. This was a wonderful news for the whole
Buddhist community in NSW.
In addition, I also have to work so called “Secular
Chaplain” who looks after non religious patients.
For starting my new job, I will be taking some train-

(Continues on page 3)
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New Year’s Greeting

Happy New Year, everyone! At the beginning
of this New Year, I would like to extend my best
regards to you all.

In view of the Russian invasion of Ukraine that
began in February 2022, as Nembutsu followers
who have deeply inscribed in our hearts and minds
Shinran Shonin’s message of “May there be peace
in the world,” we firmly stand against the military
infringement of the other nation’s sovereignty, and
also aspire for immediate return of peace in
Ukraine.

Over the last year, COVID-19 continues to be a
global pandemic. I would like to offer my deepest
condolences to those who fell victim to the disease
and express my sympathies to those who are under-
going treatment. I would also like to express my re-
spect and sincere gratitude to the doctors, nurses,
and other frontline medical professionals who have
been engaging in the treatment of infected people,
as well as all essential workers who have made it
possible for us to continue with our lives.

The pandemic has forced us to learn firsthand
that we will continue to be confronted by unex-
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pected situations even in modern times despite
technologies both in science and medical fields be-
ing highly developed. Sakyamuni Buddha, who
passed on the Dharma to us, made clear that
there is no life nor entity in this world that lasts
forever. This truth, the principle of imperma-
nence, has never changed even in this time and
age approximately 2500 years since his time. An-
other fact that does not change is our inability to
accept this truth as it is, and because of this, we
continue struggling.

This is the very reason why, regardless of the
pandemic, we can rely on the Jodo Shinshu teach-
ing clarified by Shinran Shonin, which guides us
as a spiritual foundation that enables us to move
forward even when being overwhelmed with diffi-
culties. A gathering at the temple with Amida
Buddha as its center provides a great opportunity
to receive the Dharma as well as an occasion in
which people can support and reassure one an-
other as fellow practicers who follow the same
teaching.

I hope you will continue to share the teaching
within the greater society through various ways
and your temple will or continue to serve as a
place where people can gather and find comfort in
its activities. I humbly ask for your understand-
ing and cooperation in support of your temples. I
would like to conclude my new year’s greeting
with my heartfelt appreciation to you all.

January 1, 2023

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha




